
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl ica t ion  No. 13176 of Helen Loftus  and Frances  Casey, pursuant  
t o  Sub-sect ion 8207.2 of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions ,  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  
except ion under Sub-sect ion 7104.2 t o  change a  non-conforming use  
from a  b i l l i a r d  p a r l o r ,  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  t o  an o f f i c e  of a  plumbing 
bus ines s ,  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  i n  a  C - 1  D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises 4716 
14 th  S t r e e t ,  N .  W . ,  (Square 2706, Lot 25) .  

HEARING DATE : February 20, 1980 
DECISION DATE: A p r i l  2 ,  1980 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  west  s i d e  of  
14 th  S t r e e t  between Decatur S t r e e t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and Cr i t t enden  
S t r e e t  t o  t h e  sou th .  It i s  i n  a  C - 1  zone D i s t r i c t  a t  premises 
known a s  4716 - 1 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  N .  W .  

2 .  The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  developed wi th  a  one 
s t o r y  b r i c k  row s t r u c t u r e  having a  s i d e  walk d i s p l a y  window. 
The proper ty  was l a s t  used a s  a  b i l l i a r d  p a r l o r  pursuant  t o  
C e r t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy No. B-54867, da t ed  January 1 2 ,  1966. 

3 .  The a p p l i c a n t  proposes t o  u s e  t h e  premises a s  t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of a  plumbing b u s i n e s s .  

4. The s i t e  i s  f i f t e e n  f e e t  wide by n i n e t y  f e e t  long.  
It c o n s i s t s  of 1 ,350  squa re  f e e t  of land a r e a ,  and i s  r e c t a n g u l a r  
i n  shape.  

5 ,  The proper ty  i s  surrounded t o  t h e  n o r t h  by a  v a r i e t y  
of commercial u se s  o f f e r i n g  neighborhood s e r v i c e s  such a s  a  
barber  shop, toy s t o r e ,  r e s t a u r a n t ,  laundry mat ,  drug s t o r e /  
apartment and a  ca r ry -ou t ,  a l l  i n  t h e  C - 1  D i s t r i c t .  To t h e  e a s t  
ac ros s  14 th  S t r e e t ,  which i s  a  110 f o o t  r ight-of-way wi th  two 
way t r a f f i c ,  i s  a Metro bus garage  i n  t h e  C-M-1 D i s t r i c t .  To 
t h e  sou th  i s  a  r e s t a u r a n t ,  s p i r i t u a l  r e a d e r ,  hardware s t o r e ,  
s t o r e  f r o n t  church,  l i q u o r  s t o r e  and roo f  r e p a i r  shop a l l  i n  t h e  
C - 1  D i s t r i c t .  To t h e  west i s  a  f i f t e e n  f o o t  wide p u b l i c  a l l e y  
followed by a  row of garages  i n  t h e  R-4 D i s t r i c t .  
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6 ,  Sub-section 7104.2 of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  
a u t h o r i z e s  t h e  Board t o  permi t  a  change of non-conforming u s e  
provided t h e  change i s  t o  a use  which i s  permi t ted  i n  t h e  most 
r e s t r i c t i v e  d i s t r i c t  i n  which t h e  e x i s t i n g  non-conforming use  
i s  pe rmi t t ed .  

7. A b i l l i a r d  p a r l o r  and a plumbing bus ines s ,  excluding 
outdoor s t o r a g e  a r e  bo th  f i r s t  pe rmi t t ed  i n  t h e  C-2 zone D i s t r i c t .  

8 .  The a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  no s t r u c t u r a l  a l t e r a -  
t i o n s  a r e  a n t i c i p a t e d ,  and t h a t  t h e  f a c i l i t y  w i l l  no t  be used 
f o r  s t o r a g e ,  but  r a t h e r  a s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s  o n l y .  

9. There i s  no space t o  park a n  automobile on t h e  s i t e .  
No parking i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  proposed plumbing b u s i n e s s ,  a s  
t h e r e  i s  a c r e d i t  from t h e  prev ious  b i l l i a r d  p a r l o r ' s  u s e .  

10. The proposed hours  of o p e r a t i o n  a r e  from 7:30 a . m .  
t o  5:00 p.m. The a p p l i c a n t  proposes a t o t a l  of t h r e e  employees. 

11. The Of f i ce  of Planning and Development by r e p o r t s  
da ted  February 5 ,  1980 and March 3 ,  1980, a s  w e l l  a s  test imony 
a t  t h e  p u b l i c  hea r ing ,  recommends approval  of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
on t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e  proposed change of non-conforming use  
w i l l  n o t  adve r se ly  a f f e c t  t h e  u s e  of neighboring p r o p e r t i e s ,  
and t h a t  t h e  proposed use  w i l l  be i n  harmony wi th  t h e  gene ra l  
purpose and i n t e n t  of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  and Map. The 
Board s o  f i n d s .  

12 .  There w a s  no r e p o r t  from ANC-4C on t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  
There w a s  no oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND OPINION 

Based on t h e  foregoing Findings  of  Fac t  and t h e  evidence 
of r eco rd ,  t h a t  Board concludes t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  complies 
w i t h  t h e  requirements  of Sub-section 7104.2 The proposed use  
i s  pe rmi t t ed  i n  t h e  most r e s t r i c t i v e  d i s t r i c t  i n  which t h e  
former u se  was pe rmi t t ed ,  The Board f u r t h e r  concludes t h a t  t h e  
r eques t ed  s p e c i a l  except ion  w i l l  be i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  
purpose and i n t e n t  of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  and Map, and w i l l  
n o t  t end  t o  a f f e c t  adve r se ly  t h e  u s e  of neighboring p rope r ty  
i n  accordance w i t h  s a i d  Regulat ions  and Map. The Board i s  of 
t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t h e  r eques t ed  change of  non-conforming use  
r e p r e s e n t s  an improvement. Accordingly,  i t  i s  hereby ORDERED 
t h a t  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  GRANTED. 
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VOTE: 4-0 ( W a l t e r  B .  L e w i s ,  C h a r l e s  R .  N o r r i s ,  C o n n i e  Fortune 
and W i l l i a m  F .  M c I n t o s h  t o  grant ;  Leonard L.  M c C a n t s  
n o t  vo t ing ,  n o t  having heard t h e  case).  

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY:  
STEVEN E .  SHER 
Executive D i r e c t o r  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 27 MAY 1980 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8204.3  OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO D E C I S I O N  
OR ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE E F F E C T  U N T I L  TEN DAYS AFTER 
HAVING BECOME F I N A L  PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF P R A C T I C E  
AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT." 

T H I S  ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  F O R  A P E R I O D  OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER 
THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE OF T H I S  ORDER, UNLESS W I T H I N  SUCH P E R I O D  AN 
A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  A B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T  OR C E R T I F I C A T E  OF OCCUPANCY 
I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT O F  L I C E N S E S ,  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S ,  AND 
I N S P E C T I O N S .  


